THORNABY TOWN COUNCIL            

FULL COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 28 July 2009 
6.30PM.  

Present: Councillor’s G Green, Sylvia Walmsley, Pat Large, M Moore, D Kennington, S Walmsley, R Mosley, I Dalgano 
Members of the Public: Three.
Town Clerk: D Rudd. 

Guests: Jonathan O’Byrne (Elliswhittam) Two members of Thornaby Football Club
Minutes prepared by Debbie Rudd

FC/09/63: Apologies: Councillor Allison Trainer, M Trainer, T Large, M Eddy, and E Craggs. Apologies Accepted

FC/09/64: Declarations of Interest:

Cllr Mosley declared an interest in item: FC/09/67 Thornaby Football Club. Cllr Mosley took part in discussions, refraining from voting.
FC/09/65: Clerks Report: The clerk gave the following report.
· A meeting to discuss the proposed Thornaby Town Council bus has been arranged for Monday 3rd August 2009. Cllr Steve Walmsley and the Town Clerk will meet with Mr Richard McGuckin to discuss possible solutions to the problem of no buses being available to the residents of Thornaby Road.
· Thornaby Show meeting August 17th at 1pm.

· Battle of Britain meeting Thursday July 30th.

· Bob Clough, SBC, has been contacted re installation and maintenance of dog bins for the Holmes & Middlefield area of Thornaby.  No reply as of yet. Town Clerk handed a Glasdon catalogue and price list to Cllr Ian Dalgarno. Prices start from £84.24 (excl VAT) for a basic dog bin. 

· To enable the Coat of Arms to be transferred to Thornaby Town Council we need to apply for a transfer by Royal Licence and not an Order in Council as was first advised. The change in application has resulted in extra cost of £1,375. We would also need to pay for the insertion of a notice in the London Gazette. The exact amount won’t be known until the notice appears but would be in the region of £60.  David Bond has been contacted re information needed to accompany the application; as soon as all the information has been collated it will be forwarded to the Richmond Herald.
· Neil Schneider has been contacted re difficulty with displaying agenda’s and notices in Thornaby Town Centre library. (An email received from Debbie Hurwood (Head of customer services SBC) with possible solution was passed around to members) Members felt that the alternative of notices being either placed in a library file or on a screen were, less satisfactory than the previously existing arrangement.
· P.A.T testing of office equipment has been completed today.

FC/09/ 66: Employment Law Retainer- This item was listed as item 14 on the agenda. It was agreed to discuss this item at this time in the meeting to enable Mr J O’Byrne to present his proposal for employment insurance. 
Mr O’Byrne explained the advantages of obtaining employment insurance cover.  He explained the services that would be provided and costing should TTC proceed with his proposal.  He gave out portfolios to members which explained the objectives of his company. After answering a few question from members Mr O’Byrne left the meeting. Members then discuss the services on offer from Elliswhittam, also discussing the renewal of the Employment retainer currently held with MincoffJacksons. 
Members agreed not to go ahead with renewing the Employment retainer with MincoffJacksons.  Members went on to discuss the proposal on offer from Elliswhittam, decided to refer this item to the next meeting of full council to enable them more time to study the proposal and portfolio.

FC/09/67: Thornaby Football Club: Mr Peter Morris and his colleague explained the current situation with the football club and the reason behind their request for funding from TTC.  After both gentlemen left the room members discussed the request for funding and the need to support the club to ensure football continued in Thornaby.  The Town Clerk reminded members that although it is perfectly legal to award funding it would be illegal for TTC to pay any invoices on behalf of the football club. A vote was taken (Cllr Mosley abstained from voting) with all in favour of an allocation of £5,000 to the club with conditions.  Thornaby Football Club to update TTC monthly.  Both gentleman were invited back into the meeting and informed of the award of £5,000 and conditions attached. Mr Morris agreed to keep TTC informed of the situation at the club.
FC/09/68: Minutes of Full Council -Tuesday 16 June 2009 – The minutes approved as a correct record.
FC/09/69: Minutes of Environment Committee Meeting –Tuesday 30 June 2009- The minutes approved as a correct record.

FC/09/70: Minutes of Finance & General Purpose Committee Meeting –Tuesday 14 July 2009- The minutes approved as a correct record.

FC/09/71 Rock-it-Ball–Mr Craig Buttery:-As Mr Buttery did not attend meeting this item was not discussed.
FC/09/72: Time Sheet Sign Off: Cllr Green informed members that he had checked and signed off all time sheet to date, he also informed members that copies were available should anyone wish to look at them.
FC/09/73: Arts & Culture: Item deferred as Cllr Eileen Craggs not present.
 
FC/09/74: Yorkshire Day - Members agreed to give assistance on the day.
FC/09/75: Allotments - Chairman read out letter (from an allotment holder reporting incidents of vandalism during the upgrading of the site) which will be forwarded to the appropriate department of SBC.
FC/09/76: Finance/ Meetings – The Town Clerk informed of changes to the way cheques are recorded, with a new requisition form to be completed and signed by signatories.  This will help to ensure payments are taken from the correct budgets.

The Town clerk made a recommendation to drop Finance & General purpose meetings and discuss financial issue at full Council meetings.  She voiced concerns that issues are getting passed from one meeting to the next with many items being discussed twice. The town clerk made a suggestion that full Council meetings could be held every 3 weeks with a permanent agenda item of Finance whereby financial issues could be discussed and agreed, things would be discussed more regularly (3 weekly instead of 6 weekly) which could only aid in a favourable audit report.   It was agreed this suggestion be placed as a special resolution on the next full Council agenda.
The Town Clerk presented to members the quote received from Toolkit Websites to produce a website on behalf TTC. It was agreed to source a quote from another company before a decision can be made. Cllr Sylvia Walmsley to provide contact details for a company she has experience with.
A cheque made payable to N-Sign for providing football medals for the Linear Park football match was endorsed by signatories.
FC/09/77 Employment Law: - Discussed earlier in meeting.
FC/09/78: Planning – 

· Planning permission has been permitted for the demolition of existing fire station and rebuild new building.
· Outlined application for light industrial development for Teesside industrial estate. Comments by 3 August 2009.

FC/09/79:  Five Lamps Relocation- Members agreed to the slight change in location for the relocation of The Five Lamps.

FC/09/80:  Correspondence: 

· Draft Stockton on Tees Green Infrastructure strategy 2009 2021 can be downloaded from SBC's website at www.stockton.gov.uk/countrysideandgreenspace  Information only.
· Vetting and barring Scheme. Information Only.
· Email: Richard Humble re Town hall Clock. Have forwarded this email to Simon Fraser.
· Thorntree Road Traffic Calming. Questioner seeking views on proposal of changes.
FC/09/81:   Any Other Business:

Each member to take a copy of amended page to Standing Orders, a typographical error has now been rectified to show 0.5% of the Council precept under Accounts 54 (b)
Meeting Closed.
Signed……………………………………………….Dated……………………………..


